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Our Mission

The Palo Alto Community Fund grows, sustains, and uses its endowment and other donated funds to support the work of new and existing nonprofit organizations serving the greater Palo Alto area.




Our 2013 Grantees

This year, the Fund awarded over $311,000 to 38 organizations to fund the following programs, services, and staff positions:


10 Books A Home:   Living Room Literacy home visiting program providing under-served families with weekly home visits for families of 3-5 year olds.  www.10booksahome.org

AbleWorks:   FutureProfits education program equipping at-risk high school students with life skills and financial knowledge.  able.is
Ada’s Café: Kitchen equipment for Ada’s Café at Mitchell Park which trains, employs and empowers people with disabilities in a commercial food service environment. Adascafe.org
Art In Action:  Art in Action Program teaching art appreciation, art history, and art techniques to students at Belle Haven Elementary School. www.artinaction.org
Big Brothers Big Sisters of the Bay Area:  Community based mentoring for children and youth.   www.bbbsba.org
Caminar:  Jobs Plus program providing vocational services to clients with severe mental illness.  www.caminar.org 
Canopy:  Healthy Trees, Healthy Kids! Initiative engaging kids and families in revitalizing East Palo Alto schoolyards by planting trees.  www.canopy.org 
CASSY (Counseling & Support Services for Youth):  Comprehensive mental health services for students and their families at Costano and McNair elementary schools. www.cassybayarea.org  
Community Legal Services of East Palo Alto):  Partially fund a housing attorney allowing local low income tenants to better protect themselves from unlawful landlord practices.  www.clsepa.org
CORA (Community Overcoming Relationship Abuse):  Crisis Intervention Services providing a 24-hour hotline and Emergency shelter to victims of domestic violence and their children.  www.corasupport.org

Downtown Streets Team:  Purchase of a van to transport DST staff and team members to Case Management appointments, doctor’s appointments, job interviews and other service appointments.   www.streetsteam.com
Dreamcatchers:  Academic tutoring program for low-income PAUSD middle school students.  www.dreamcatchersyouth.org
East Palo Alto Charter School:  Science education academic program.  www.epacs.org
East Palo Alto Kids Foundation: Education Micro Grant program providing grants to educators in the Ravenswood School District to promote educational achievement for students in the classroom. www.epak.org

East Palo Alto Tennis & Tutoring (EPATT):  Health Living program offering nutrition, exercise, and lifestyle education to K-12th grade children. www.epatt.org
Ecumenical Hunger:  Emergency food assistance to those with immediate and long-term hunger needs and also helping “high risk” and special needs families. www.ehpcares.org
Edgewood Center for Children and Families:  Kinship Support Network providing critical services to families in which children are being raised by a relative caregiver.   www.edgewood.org
Fit Kids Foundation:  Fit Kids program to help children develop a love of fitness that translates into healthy choices as they grow.  www.fitkids.org
FLY (Fresh Lifelines for Youth:  Legal Eagle program providing Legal Education and Leadership Training to youth.  www.flyprogram.org
Foundation for a College Education (FCE): Student Leadership program enhancing leadership knowledge and skills for students enrolled in the FCE College Bound program. www.collegefoundation.org
Friends of Palo Alto Jr. Museum & Zoo.  An interdisciplinary science and arts program for East Palo Alto elementary students in collaboration with the Palo Alto Art Center. www.friendsjmz.org         paacf.org
InnVision Shelter Network: Haven Family House program, providing transitional housing and comprehensive support services to families in need of housing.  www.ivsn.org
JobTrain: General operating expenses providing support of vocational training, academics, and life skills development, for local student. www.jobtrainworks.org
KARA: Complicated Grief services for individuals and communities. www.kara-grief.org
Legal Aid Society of San Mateo County: Peninsula Family Advocacy Program, providing legal assistance, education, and referrals to low-income women and children who receive medical care at local hospitals and health centers. www.legalaidsmc.org
MayView Community Health Center:  Integrated Behavioral Health program support at MayView clinics.  www.mayview.org

Music In the Schools:  In-Classroom and afterschool choral and instrumental programs providing music instruction to students in the Ravenswood City School District. www.musicintheschools.org
Palo Alto Housing Corp: Stepping Stones to Success program providing out-of-school academic support and skill-building opportunities to low-income Palo Alto youth.  www.paloaltohousingcorp.org
Parca: Page Mill Court apartment complex program, providing on-site supervision, independent living skills training, and social and recreational activities to residents.  www.parca.org 
Peninsula Bridge: Transitions program providing workshops for 8th grade Peninsula Bridge program alumni and their parents to help students transition to high school.  www.peninsulabridge.org

Peninsula College Fund:  Expansion of the Summer Jobs & Career Building program components that help scholars achieve their career goals. www.peninsulacollegefund.org.     
Peninsula Youth Theatre:  School Play in a Box program partnering with the Boys and Girls Club of the Peninsula.  www.pytnet.org
Ravenswood Family Health Center:  Ravenswood Family Dentistry, providing high quality dental treatment and oral health promotion for young children. www.ravenswoodfhc.org
Renaissance StartUp: Entrepreneurship training program, providing business training, technical assistance and business networking to low-income business owners. www.rencenter.org
Silicon Valley FACES:  Common Ground summer enrichment program for incoming freshman at Palo Alto and Gunn high schools.  www.svfaces.org
St. Anthony’s Padua Dining Room: Providing hot, healthy meals to anyone seeking a meal and a safe place to eat. www.paduadiningroom.com
Teen Success:  Support group for teen mothers in East Palo Alto.   www.teensuccess.net
Vista Center for the Blind & Visually Impaired: Vision rehabilitation services for Seniors. www.vistacenter.org
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