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Our Mission

The Palo Alto Community Fund grows, sustains, and uses its endowment and other donated funds to support the work of new and existing nonprofit organizations serving the greater Palo Alto area.




Our 2012 Grantees

This year, the Fund awarded over $329,000 to 37 organizations to fund the following programs, services, and staff positions:


AbleWorks:   FutureProfits education program equipping at-risk high school students with life skills and financial knowledge.  able.is
Achievekids: Vocational Education program, offering pre-employment training and employment opportunities to special needs youth of Palo Alto and Santa Clara County. www.achievekids.org

Adolescent Counseling Services: On-Campus Counseling program, providing depression screenings, mental health awareness, and other prevention efforts to families and teens attending Palo Alto schools.  www.acs-teens.org
Arbor Free Clinic:  No-cost medical services, providing acute health care services, and subspecialty services to traditionally underserved populations. arbor.stanford.edu
Art In Action:  Art in Action Program teaching art appreciation, art history, and art techniques to students at Willow Oaks Elementary School in Menlo Park. www.artinaction.org
Avenidas: Low-cost, door-to-door transportation services for Seniors. www.avenidas.org

Big Brothers Big Sisters of the Bay Area:  Community based mentoring for children and youth.   www.bbbsba.org
Breast Cancer Connections:  Gabriella Patser program, providing access to breast cancer screening and diagnostic services to medically underserved young women at no charge to the client.  www.bcconnections.org
Bring Me A Book:  Peninsula Preschool Library Initiative supporting the delivery of First Teachers workshops and Bookcase Library replenishments in Palo Alto, Menlo Park and East Palo Alto.  www.bringmeabook.org 
Canopy:  Healthy Trees, Healthy Kids! Initiative engaging kids and families in revitalizing East Palo Alto schoolyards by planting trees.  www.canopy.org 
CASSY (Counseling & Support Services for Youth):  Comprehensive mental health services for students at Costano and 49er Academy.  www.cassybayarea.org
CORA (Community Overcoming Relationship Abuse):  Crisis Intervention Services providing a 24-hour hotline and Emergency shelter to victims of domestic violence and their children.  www.corasupport.org

Downtown Streets Team:  Purchase of a van to transport DST staff and team members to Case Management appointments, doctor’s appointments, job interviews and other service appointments.   www.streetsteam.com
Dreamcatchers:  Academic tutoring program for low-income PAUSD middle school students.  www.dreamcatchersyouth.org
East Palo Alto Phoenix Academy (EPAPA):  Alumni Support program, providing support for the Alumni Support Director position to empower EPAPA students, alumni & families to foster a college-going culture and ensuring graduation from college.  www.epapa.org

East Palo Alto Youth Court:  Counseling Services provided to youth offenders and their families to realize their emotional and social potential through counseling and preventive education. www.epayouthcourt.org

Ecumenical Hunger:  Emergency food assistance to those with immediate and long-term hunger needs and also helping “high risk” and special needs families. www.ehpcares.org
Edgewood Center for Children and Families:  Kinship Support Network providing critical services to families in which children are being raised by a relative caregiver.   www.edgewood.org
Family Connections:  Kindergarten Readiness Project providing low income children with skills needed for success in kindergarten.  www.familyconnections.org
Foundation for a College Education (FCE): Student Leadership program enhancing leadership knowledge and skills for students enrolled in the FCE College Bound program. www.collegefoundation.org
Friends of Palo Alto Jr. Museum & Zoo. Science Outreach program providing science education to students in the Ravenswood City school district. www.friendsjmz.org
InnVision Shelter Network: 1. Family Service program that tackles the emergency needs of families in crisis at the at the Opportunity Services Center in Palo Alto. 2.  Haven Family House program, providing transitional housing and comprehensive support services to families in need of housing.  www.ivsn.org
JobTrain: General operating expenses providing support of vocational training, academics, and life skills development, for local student. www.jobtrainworks.org
KARA: Complicated Grief services for individuals and communities. www.kara-grief.org
MayView Community Health Center:  Immunization services to children under 18 to help protect them from many common infections.  www.mayview.org

Mural Music & Arts Project:  History through Hip Hop Program-- a youth prevention and intervention program teaching students to write, record, and perform original music as a tool to increase literacy and creative expression. www.muralmusicarts.org 
Music In the Schools:  In-Classroom and afterschool choral and instrumental programs providing music instruction to students in the Ravenswood City School District. www.musicintheschools.org
Peninsula College Fund:  Expansion of the Summer Jobs & Career Building program components that help scholars achieve their career goals. www.peninsulacollegefund.org.     
Peninsula Conflict Resolution Center:  Family Engagement and Youth Development programs at Belle Haven Community School, to improve student academic achievement, family well being and contributing to broader community change.  www.pcrcweb.org
Peninsula Healthcare Connections:  Next-Step Outreach Program, providing healthcare outreach to homeless individuals who have serious medical and/or psychiatric conditions, but currently do not receive medical or psychiatric care.  www.peninsulahcc.org
Saint Francis of Assisi Youth Club:  Expansion of the Academic support program to include more students.  www.stfrancisyouthclub.org
St. Vincent de Paul Society: Provide emergency financial assistance for paying rent and to keep families in their houses and their utilities not turned off. No website
Stevenson House: Part-time social work case manager, supporting senior residents in coping with issues affecting their mental and physical health. www.stevensonhouse.org
Teen Success:  Creation of a Support group for teen mothers in East Palo Alto.   www.teensuccess.net
TheatreWorks:  TheatreWorks for Schools program offering arts activities to economically and culturally diverse students.   www.theatreworks.org
Vida Verde Nature Education: Outdoor educational opportunities for elementary aged underserved students. www.Vveducation.org
Youth Community Service: 180-Degrees life skills program, reaching underserved middle school students to help them take positive responsibility for their lives “one degree at a time.” www.youthcommunityservice.org
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Caring about our community for over 30 years.

